Evangelism

The Church exists to make more followers of Jesus
Christ, and the Circuit will ...

support churches who wish to publicise
their regular activities at ‘gateway events’
such as fairs, coffee mornings, fun days by
helping to produce leaflets, information
packs and prayer cards (through the Circuit
Office)

offer circuit-wide Membership Classes on
Zoom, alongside existing face-to-face
sessions

promote and provide all churches with
relevant connexional material: ‘Everyone
an Evangelist’, ‘God For All’, the Justice,
Dignity and Solidarity Strategy and other
connexional initiatives.

review current circuit activity on social
media and support churches who wish to
use this as an evangelistic tool.

Our Calling

The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to

the gospel of God’s love in Christ and to live out its

discipleship in worship and mission. It does this

through:

e  Worship - increasing awareness of God's
presence and to celebrate God's love

Learning and Caring - helping people

to grow and learn as Christians, through
mutual support and care

Service - being a good neighbour to
people in need and challenging injustice
Evangelism - making more followers of
Jesus Christ

Service (,)
The Church exists to be a good neighbour to

people in need and to challenge injustice, and the
Circuit will ...

e continue to advertise and promote church
activities in circuit publications, drawing
attention to regular church activities that all are
welcome to attend, volunteer and support

¢ identify churches (within and beyond the
circuit) which have effective outreach
programmes and make their knowledge and
experience available to churches in the circuit

e create a contact list of people who have
expertise in setting up new initiatives.

¢ continue to offer financial support to churches
who wish to develop mission and outreach
projects through making applications to the
Circuit Resources Network and District Advance
Funds

¢ encourage churches to see themselves as
global neighbours and to support connexional
campaigns which challenge injustice.

e direct churches to resources which support the
reduction of their Carbon Footprint.
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“The Harrow & Hillingdon Circuit
is actively committed to enabling,
resourcing, and supporting local
churches in their mission of loving
God and their neighbours, through
Worship, Learning and Caring,

Evangelism and Service.”
(Harrow and Hillingdon Circuit Mission Statement)



Our Circuit Mission Statement and Strategy
follows the structure of Our Calling and focuses on
the four main areas of Worship, Learning and
Caring, Service and Evangelism.

This consolidates our ongoing work into four key
areas, in order to simplify and streamline the 2020
-2023 Mission Strategy Document.

The Circuit aims to establish a viable and vibrant
circuit of churches by:

e supporting churches to carefully consider their
vision and strategies and discern whether their
plans and ideas are realistic within their
available resources

e supporting and empowering churches and
Church Councils to enable them to make firm
plans for their future, whether for missional
growth or for finding different ways of
functioning as a Christian community

e coming alongside churches which become
unviable and help them to merge, close or find
different ways of being a Christian presence in
their communities

e requesting churches review their Church Action
Plan at their Church Council meetings (They will
be provided with a new format in order to
submit a copy to the Circuit Office each
autumn.)

e encouraging all churches to structure the
agenda of their Church Council meetings around
the four areas of Our Calling.

e asking all churches to display their Mission
Statements and the Circuit Mission Strategy on
noticeboards.
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Worship )

The Church exists to increase awareness of God’s
presence and to celebrate God’s love, and the
Circuit will ...

e encourage churches to be open and creative,
to explore different styles and times of
worship and provide support to enable this
through the creation of LA templates and
training for LAs and churches who wish to
create ‘Worship Teams’ in order to empower
more lay leadership within local congregations

o develop the use of online resources and
Zoom/live streaming/recording services across
the circuit by creating a Social Media and
Technology Team to facilitate and develop its
use across the circuit

e Encourage churches to look at worship times
on Sundays and opportunities in the week to
enable more consistency in preaching and
leading worship and reduce the number of LAs

e Enable churches to share worship at least once
a quarter with other churches in the circuit in
order to build relationships and relieve the
weekly burden on church stewards.
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Learning and Caring @

The Church exists to help people grow and learn as
Christians, through mutual support and care, and
the Circuit will ...

e share Advent, Lent and Pentecost resources for
use across the circuit

e encourage, support and develop lay leadership,
offering grants for training

e promote the Methodist Church’s Bible Month
and encourage churches to participate in it

e continue to co-ordinate, develop and offer
training in Safeguarding, Unconscious Bias, EDI
and First Impressions Count etc.

e Update and develop the Lighthouse Resource
Centre with materials accessible to everyone
across the Circuit, for personal devotions,
spiritual development, Bible study and worship
leading

e organise a day retreat/quiet day for the circuit
each year

¢ hold an annual meeting for pastoral secretaries
to enable the sharing of best practice and to
hear how the circuit can support and develop
lay pastoral ministry.



